Logistical considerations for endoscopy simulators.
A variety of endoscopy simulators have been produced during the last several decades. Multiple factors have influenced the types of simulators that have been developed and the ongoing evolution of existing models. Realistic simulation is only one issue in providing simulation-based training in GI endoscopy. Details such as cost, technologic limitations, management and availability of training facilities, personnel, animal welfare and the procurement, handling, and disposal of animal parts are all major factors when considering the options available among existing endoscopy simulators. Table 1 summarizes the logistical factors for the different types of endoscopy simulator. These considerations clearly are of major importance in simulator design and development and in the conceptualization and organization of simulator-based curricula and courses.